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January 9, 2004 

Sir: 

Transmitted herewith is a Preliminary Amendment in the subject application. 

□ small entity status of this application under 37 CFR 1 .27. 

■ Petition For Extension Of Time 

□ for a -month extension of time under 37 CFR 1 .1 36, the fee of $0.00 is enclosed. 

■ petition for an extension of time is NOT necessary. However, to the extent that such petition is deemed necessary, for 
a sufficient extension of time to render the present submission timely. Please charge Deposit Account No. 06-1 1 35 for 
the appropriate petition fee. 

□ No additional claim fee is required. 

■ Other: Submission of Replacement Drawings (6 sheets of drawings (Figs. 1-8) 
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□ Please charge my Deposit Account No. 06-1 1 35 under Order No. in the amount of $00.00. A duplicate copy of this sheet is 
attached. 



□ A check in the amount of $0.00 is attached. 

■ The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any deficiencies in the following fees associated with this communication 
or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 06-1 1 35. A duplicate copy of this sheet is attached. 

■ Any filing fees under 37 CFR 1 .16 for the presentation of extra claims. 

■ Any patent application processing fees under 37 CFR 1.17. 

Respectfully submitted, 

FITCH, EVEN, TABIN & FLANNERY 



Fitch, Even, Tabin & Flannery 
120 South LaSalle Street 
Suite 1600 

Chicago, Illinois 60603-3406 
Tele: (312) 577-7000 
Fax: (312)577-7007 



By:. 



Joseph E. Shipley 
Reg. No. 31,137 



Ramon R. Hoch 
Reg. No. 34,108 
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Mail Stop Non-Fee Amendment 

Commissioner for Patents 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

2011 South Clark Place 

Crystal Plaza Two, Lobby, Room 1B03 

Arlington, VA 22202 

PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Sir: 

Please enter the following amendments prior to issuance of the first office action on the 

merits. 

Amendments to the Specification begin on page 2 of this paper, and include an attached 
replacement sheet for the abstract. 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on page 6 
of this paper. 

Remarks begin on page 1 7 of this paper. 
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